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Most people really don’t like those in authority over them.  It is a natural flesh-based rebellion that drives this.  “You can’t tell me what to do” is the cry of liberals across our country. Everyone seems to try to fight authority.  The problem is that authority is God ordained and can not be ignored, skirted, or manipulated...though man and religion has tried to do this from the very beginning.  Let’s look at the God ordained spiritual authority for us today.
CHRIST’S
Different than man’s:  He taught as one having authority, not as the scribes (Mt 7:29)
Given by His Father:  All power is given unto “Him” (Mt 28:18).


*to execute judgement (Jn 5:26,27)


*over the dead (Jn 5:28)


*over the wind and the sea (Mt 8:27)


*over the devils (Mk 1:27)

Ultimately for our salvation:  (Jn 17:2).
He has delegated it to the churches:  (Mt 28:18-20).

He will give it all back to the Father at the End:  (1Co 15:24-29).

How well do we understand His authority?  The centurian sure understood it well (Mt 8:9).  All authority ultimately comes from God the Father.  Jesus Christ has supreme authority now and is to be rightly respected, feared, and obeyed.  But most will fight authority.
We clearly see that Jesus Christ has all authority now.  How was this authority given to Him?  It happened at a certain point in His life.  His baptism.

BAPTISM
John the Baptist received authority directly from the Father:  A great man (Lk 1:13-17);  sent from God (Jn 1:6,7; 31-33; 3:25-28).  He was prophecied of as one preparing the way of the Lord; thus, he prepared suitable subjects for Christ’s church that He Himself would build.  This preparation was done through the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  John’s baptism was correct (Mk 1:4,5) in that the candidates were trusting in Messiah and were repentant, bringing forth fruit meet for it.  At this time, John the Baptist’s was the only one on earth with “authority” to baptize.  However, the Jews (Pharisees) had been practicing “proselyte baptism” for a time.
Jesus Christ’s Baptism:  Jesus Christ was essentially quiet on the pages of the Bible until one important instance...His baptism.  He displayed no real authority, commanded no people, started no organizations prior to this event.  His public ministry, and His authority to do so, began at His baptism by John (Acts 1:21,22; Mt 4:1+).  Jesus Christ travelled 60 miles past many suitable bodies of water, and many religous people and organizations, to be baptized by one man...namely John the Baptist (Mt 3:13+).  John was greatly troubled by this request of Jesus for John to baptize Him...He was the One whose shoes he was not worthy to loose.  Jesus’ baptism by the one who was given authority from the Father had to be accomplished in order to fulfill all righteousness (Mt 3:15).  This “righteousness” involved submitting to baptism from the recognized authority to baptize...John, and then He could begin organizing His church which would later carry on the righteousness which Christ began.  This baptism allowed Jesus to be “the pastor” of this church He would build...He had to set the example. The Father showed His great pleasure in this great act of obedience by His Son, and the Holy Ghost empowered Him specially after this.  The Father’s speaking happened only one other time like this;  at the Mount of Transfiguration, just prior to Jesus Christ’s crucifixion.  Jesus’ baptism was indeed important!  
John’s baptism...whence was it? :  This most interesting question was poised to the self-righteous pharisees by the most wise of all, Jesus Christ.  Look at Mk 11:28+.  The question of “authority” came up to Jesus.  They wanted to know who gave Him the right (and the power) to do all that He was doing.  He could have said “My Father”.  Instead He taught them something oh so important about spiritual authority, and it is found chiefly in John’s baptism...was it from Heaven or of man....was it genuine authority from God or not.  The teaching here on spiritual authority is paramount:  God the Father is the source for all authority and He gave it to John to eventually pass on to the One whom it was destined for...Jesus Christ.  Jesus limited Himself as God His whole time on earth, but was given great power and authority at His baptism.  

***Baptism is clearly an important issue regarding authority...but most will fight it.
CHURCH’S

It was given the keys to the Kingdom (Mt 16:18,19).  Peter was to be the chief pastor of it and would be guiding it in Christ’s absence.  The keys were ultimately the gospel.
Baptism is required for church membership (Acts 2:41).  It is the authoritative door to be allowed into this most special group.  The church is clearly not all the saved when one examines the use of the word “church” and “churches” in the Bible.  Church refers to the born again, scripturally baptized members meeting in a certain place to carry out the Lord’s work. 
All power from Christ was delegated to the churches here on Earth (Mt 28:18-20).  Jesus Christ began to build His church right after His baptism, and used subjects previously prepared by John.  This command to preach and then to baptize was not given to men (for they would all eventually die and then this would cease), but to the church.  Thus, baptism by a “Christian” is not correct...it must be by a “church”. Baptism is an ordinance of the church.
Jesus Christ’s churches are the only churches with authority to baptize.  Just naming yourself as a “church” doesn’t necessarily give you authority as one from God. Look at Mormons, JW’s, Catholics, Lutherans, etc.  Are these Jesus’ churches that He started?  I dare say they are far from that.  A study of Church history (see other article) will clearly show the preservation of the Lord’s churches through history, including the so called Dark Ages.  They are known today as Baptist churches.  However, not all that call themselves Baptist are indeed His church.  Many have apostated themselves and are no longer His, and no longer have any spiritual authority.  They are just religous men meeting together to attempt to achieve spiritual goals, with out God’s power corporately.
Accepting Alien Immersion is dangerous.  History shows that baptism was the main contention and the reason so many were martyred.  Those churches didn’t accept “alien” baptism (baptism from a non-Baptist church).  Within the doctrine of Baptism is strung a majority of the other church doctrines (local vs. universal church, membership requirements, Lord’s supper, etc).  So you are what you are baptized.  How a church believes on baptism dictates so much about what they believe elsewhere.  It is ridiculous to think that letting in Pentecostals, Lutherans, Catholics, Mormons, etc all into the same church would produce a group in agreement.  How can 2 walk together except they be agreed?!  “Closed” baptism protects the church from false doctrine, schizms, and ecumenicism.  
The church is to “keep the ordinances” (1Co 11:2).  They need to protect them with all their might.  It will indeed be a fight many times.  If it gives in then all will indeed be “one” someday and will line up with the AntiChrist!

Submission to a Church’s baptism shows submission to the church’s authority spiritually, and shows full agreement with its doctrines.  Baptism is the key to the church’s authority for it came from the Father to John, to Jesus, to that first church, and then one church after another through the ages.  

Authority does indeed matter.  One cannot do it their own way.  His plan is to save souls, get them baptized into the church membership, and teach them all things...this is all done through His church, a Baptist church.  But most still will fight authority...sad.
