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1 Tim 4:1-3 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

2 Thess 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Matt 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

Matt 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

Acts 20:29-30 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Rev 17:3-5 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

BAPTISTS AND APOSTASY:

An organizational view

Baptists of this past century
There is a broad spectrum of churches of any type today.  Just look in Seattle’s yellow pages under churches, and you will fall asleep reading all the different types.  Baptists have followed this trend over the years, and now have at least 10 major categories within the heading of Baptist.  

Among the many types of Baptists, are an equal amount of diversity.  They follow the same trend as the others in being either liberal, moderate, or conservative, with few remaining orthodox and fundamental.
History does indeed repeat itself with churches.  Apostasy seems inevitable for most churches, sad to say.  Everything started out just perfect with the church that Jesus Christ built in Jerusalem.  But soon after He departed, many letters were written to the churches warning them of their compromise and apostasy. (see Galatians, Colossians, I and II Timothy, II Peter, the epistles of John, Jude, Revelation   

   2 and 3)
The trend to apostasy generally follows the following progression:

Independency ( Fellowships ( Associations ( Conventions ( Denominations ( Ecumenicism ( Apostacy    (with “compromise” as the “director” of this flow).
*only true churches of the Lord Jesus Christ (Baptist) can apostate.  The Catholics were formed out of apostated Baptist churches from Ephesus and other areas.  Already apostated churches can not “re-apostate”.

The first Baptist church in America was started by Pastor John Clarke in 1638 in Newport, Rhode Island.  He was commissioned from the First Baptist Church of London, England in 1633 where John Spilsbury pastored. 
This Newport church sent out men to start other churches, and eventually we have thousands of rock solid Baptist churches today in America!  

*it must be noted that it is impossible to prove on paper a direct lineage from the church that Jesus Christ started;  there were hundreds of years where the Baptists were meeting in caves and forests, and were not able to have solid records of their churches kept.  But, it must be so that there is an unbroken chain of churches begetting churches, for otherwise we have no authority to exist!  It doesn’t have to be proved on paper.  It is simply proved by the doctrine and standards that we each have and the knowledge of a line of perpetuity as far back as reasonably can be traced.

There were various associations and schools related to Baptist churches in the first 200 years here in America.  But, they were of little significance in regards to apostasy.

In 1814, there was established the Triennial convention, which met every three years to hopefully unify all the various independent Baptist churches of that era.  It meant good, and did no great harm to doctrine or standards.  But, in 1845, the slavery issue was felt hard by the churches participating in this convention, and there was a split into the Southern Baptist Convention and eventually (1907) the Northern Baptist Convention.  Both conventions maintained relative good doctrine and standards in years to come, but philosophically were miles apart on the issue of slavery.  It is important to note that not all Baptist churches were in either of these 2 conventions.  Thus, independency was still preserved through these rough times.  However, these conventions asserted increasing control over its member churches until independency was lost.  As control by unscriptural principles increases, so does the flow to compromise of doctrine and standards.
In 1923, The Baptist Bible Union was formulated by three stalwart preachers (TT Shields, William Riley, J Frank Norris) who were tired of the ever worsening spread of modernism, compromise, apostasy within these 2 large conventions of Baptist churches.  These churches were quickly named “Fundamentalists” churches.  However, the other Baptists that remained “unaffiliated”, were just as fundamental as they.  They just chose to be careful and not “join” up with the masses into an unscriptural organization.
The following is a general portrayal of the origination of the larger groups of Baptists of the last 100 years:
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION (1814)

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION (1845)




NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION (1907)



BAPTIST BIBLE UNION (1923)
 (Shields, Riley, Norris: non-Landmarkers; Fundamentalists)

AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION (1924)



(Landmarkers, Fundamentalists)
                       

GENERAL ASSOC OF REGULAR  BAPTIST CHURCHES (1932)     
                      (Conservative)

WORLD BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP (1938)


        (J Frank Norris, Fundamentalists)











CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST ASSOC. (1947)



            (Moderates)

BAPTIST BIBLE FELLOWSHIP (1950)

                      (Norris disenters; Fundamentalists)

BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOC. (1950)
     (ABA too moderate; Fundamentalists)










AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES of the USA (1950)




       
       (Liberal)

SOUTHWIDE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP (1956)

(Conservative/Fundamentalists, JR Rice, Lee Roberson)

Today we have many more associations and fellowships.  Some are remaining fundamental, but most are flowing down the river of compromise to apostasy.  The signs of this flow are many:  unscriptural hierarchial control of churches;  organization run schools;  organization run periodicals;  organizational run mission programs;  organization leader loyalty;  church standard compromise;  Charismatic influence;  Deacon Board run churches;  “hand holding” with Ecumenicism;  Baptist in name only (apostasy);  removing Baptist from name…….
We will remain safe from the flow of compromise and apostasy if we observe carefully the above signs, with full commital to staying true to our heritage, non other than the Lord Jesus Christ and the church He started.

Key areas I am concerned with in churches today are:  weakened stance on KJV Bible;  weakened stance on Church perpetuity, authority, baptism, and the Lord’s Supper;  quantity above quality philosophy;  profane music in the church;  weakened preaching on sin and godly standards;  rallying around a newspaper, college, leader, or Fellowship;  fellowshipping with non-Baptist groups…..

History repeats itself, and we are not immune to compromise and apostasy.  We have to stand guard against it!
2 Cor 6

11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

Matt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

