AMERICA IS EXALTED BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ITS PASTORS

Pr 14:34  Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.

Exalteth:  elevated power, honoured with rank, raised to a lofty height

How did America ever become the #1 superpower in the world?!

How did America ever become known as the land of freedom?!

How did America ever obtain such an high standard of living?!
What exalts us?

not a strong economy

not a strong military

not talented movie stars or rock stars

not great sports teams

not a clean environment

not a drug free workplace

not spending billions of dollars for welfare
not religious freedom
not even a Republican president

It is soley achieved by righteousness!
The righteousness of who?

America as a whole?  That would be nice. But God is focused a bit more than that.

God examins a nation’s people and I believe determines it by those who are expected to be righteous.

He doesn’t expect the humanists, pagans, and heathen of our land to be righteous.  He does though expect His own dear children to be!

Remember Abraham begging the Lord to spare Sodom & Gomorrha for just a handful of righteous people?

His children are typically associated with a church.  So, churches in general are expected to be righteous.

But, He is focused even finer than that.  He focuses on not just His children, or churches in general, but on churches that are His own.
And as He focuses on these He sees people, many people, Baptists;  and His ultimate focus of these people is on those who are leading them…the pastors!!!
The most important factor in having America blessed and exalted is for America’s Baptist pastors to be righteous!!!!
America is only as exalted as is her pastors are righteous.

2 Chron 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

This is addressed to God’s people:  saved folk are expected to get right for the land to be healed.  Doesn’t it reason if He holds His people key here, that the leaders of His people would be even more key?!

1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

God judges His children, His churches, and ultimately His pastors first.

The main avenue for God to work through and effect a nation and ultimately the world, are His churches!

For a nation to be blessed, it will be because of God working through her churches to affect her people.  The main avenue for God to work through and effect a church is through its pastors.
When God was critiqueing the 7 Churches in Asia, He focused not so much on the members in general but rather on their pastors.  They were held responsible for getting the message out, for seeing that it was followed.  The pastors of NT Baptist churches are who God is chiefly looking at to set the example in righteousness which will ultimately lead the churches to righteousness, which will cause the Lord to then exalt that nation!
If pastors are not righteous, then their churches probably will not be, and thus their cities won’t be, and their nation will not be!

So, where are pastors not being righteous at?   Their sins are no different than the heathen’s!

What you see:  tv, movies, video games, internet, advertisements, magazines

What you hear:  music, jokes, gossip

What you say:  uncompassionate, angry, teasing, crude, critical, careless

What you think:  prideful, arrogancy, impatient, envy, lust

What you do:  obsession with hobbies, sports, games, etc;  less than 40 hrs per week at your job;  little prayer, little

Bible reading, little witnessing;  not practicing what you preach

“…but sin is a reproach to any people”.
America’s pastors sins is a great reproach.

“Reproach” means abusive reflection, shame, disgrace, object of contempt scorn or derision.

This unrighteousness that oozes from God’s pastors, God’s churches, God’s people, causes America to be looked upon with reproach.

The unrighteousness has gotten so bad that our nation has great reproach as a result:  abortion on demand, sodomy rights, drug dazed youth, sexual liberation, the love of money…

You can blame the wicked lost all you want.  You can blame the liberals all you want.

But I believe that God blames you pastors…you church…you Christians!   We are the example.  We are the deciding vote on whether America is exalted or is reproached.

Prov 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
If you want a righteous government, then we first need righteous pastors!
Prov 11:10-11 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.  By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

By having righteous pastors , their cities will be exalted!

Prov 28:12 When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden.

Will we be rejoicing after this election,  or hiding?!

If America only had pastors that were serious about being righteous.

Deut 4:5-9 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life…
This message was preached at the November WIBF preacher’s conf. in Arlington by David Warner
