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Introduction:

This lesson is not examining the word “wine” in the Bible, but already assumes that the reader understands that wine can mean either fermented or unfermented.  This lesson focuses on the issue of whether or not the Bible makes a clear mandate on abstaining from any alcohol or not.  This is not a full review of all passages dealing with alcohol, just the passages that teach on abstinence of it.  The following are many passages examined, and later, interesting queries on the subject.

Jer 35:8,14,18,19 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;

The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me.

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.

They were to totally abstain from “wine”.   Their father commanded it.  Why?  Just to be “odd”.  That would be like saying “don’t drink orange juice all your days”.  He commanded it to separate his family from evil.  Because of this obedience they were greatly blessed by God.  It surely couldn’t have been just the act of obedience alone, for if they would have obeyed their father in not drinking orange juice all their days, that surely would not be too special to God to bless them in this fashion.  There had to be something more impressive.  That can only be answered by the avoiding of sin; i.e. alcohol, and its effects.

Lev 10:8-11 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations: And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean; And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.

The association here of “wine” and “strong drink” gives us the type of wine spoken of here to be alcoholic wine.  Otherwise, what would be the relationship between a “juice” and “liquor”?  Aaron and his sons were the chosen priests of God.  They were to be holiness unto the Lord.  They were to abstain totally from alcoholic drinks when they came to the first part of the tabernacle.  This was still a distance from the holy of holies.  It is interesting to see that God doesn’t want any unholiness associated with worship and service for the men of God.  The key teaching here is brought out in the command of putting “difference between holy and unholy”.  The men of God were to set an example of holiness to the “congregation”.  Abstaining from alcohol is directly associated with holiness;  and the converse is true also, the association of alcohol and unholiness.   If one wanted to be “somewhat unholy”, or “less than holy”, or not “fully holy”, then they would partake of alcohol.

Num 6:1-4,8  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD: He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk.

All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD.

Surely the theme here is “separation unto the Lord”.  The Nazarites practiced “separation”.  That was the one word that best described their lifestyle.  There were only a few areas of separation pronounced though.  And one just happened to be in the area of “wine”.  All of the references to the “drink” here is pertaining to alcholic drink.  “Vinegar” is a earlier step in the “fermentation” process.  But, God didn’t stop there in regards to the separation level.  He didn’t want them to partake of anything even remotely related to alcohol.  It would be like us not drinking “sparkling grape juice”, or “near-beer”, or non-alcoholic liquors.  They appear to be alcoholic, but actually are not.  The separation taught here was to the nth degree.  This should be practiced by we Christians also.  The baby point here is not to drink alcohol, but the mature point is to totally avoid any appearance of it!

Judg 13:3-5,24 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no rasor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him.

The Lord told the mother to “beware” that she did not drink any alcohol, etc., for she would bear a Nazarite.  In this case, it was not just important for the Nazarite not to drink any alcohol, but even his mother while she carried him.  This shows how “pure” God wanted Samson to be, for the alcohol would be in his blood if she drank while carrying him.  God didn’t want one drop of wine, etc, in his bloodstream.  The big question would be “why”.  God had great things to do with this man who would be separated unto the Lord from the womb.  Eating unclean things and drinking alcohol were key to God in the “separation” of a man for His own purposes.

Dan 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

Daniel led a very holy life as we read of him in the Bible.  Part of this holy life was abstaining from certain impurities.  He was very convicted on not “defiling himself” with certain things.   Alcohol defiles our body.  It is an intoxicant.  Alcohol would never be given to a newborn baby because of how harsh and harmful it is on their frail little bodies.  The same is true for any of our bodies.  Daniel wanted to be very healthy.  Later he talks of eating only “pulse” and “water” to show which diet is healthier.  Daniel also probably took an oath not to drink or eat unclean things.  Daniel took a strong stance for what was right, with no compromise.

Luke 1:15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

John the Baptist never drank alcohol.  He was the “forerunner” of Jesus Christ.  He prepared the way for the Lord.  He had to be pure and holy to do that.  He was totally separated from the world.  He was filled with the Holy Ghost and not with alcohol.  God called the greatest man born (save Jesus Christ).  He is quite the example for we Baptists to follow.  Interesting that this statement was made about what he abstained from.  There could have been many other items listed.  A good question is “should we follow John the Baptist’s lifestyle”?  I think the answer is “yes”.

Isa 28:7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.

The obvious theme of this verse is that alcohol has caused the man to sin, to err, to stumble in judgement, to be out of the way.  The error of their way was “through wine”.  Again, referring to the alcoholic type.  The alcohol has distorted their vision and their judgement.  It doesn’t say that they were necessarily “drunk”, just that they erred because of the alcohol.  How much is too much?  Is a little ok?  How about a little less than a lot?  It seems here that the “prophet and priest” of God should not have drank any wine at all to protect him from this horrible outcome.  The alcohol is to be blamed for this bad outcome, therefore it would be very prudent to avoid this evil altogether.

Ezek 44:21 Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court.

Why was it just when they enterred the “inner court”?  The inner court was getting close to the holy of holies which is where God actually dwelt.  God actually dwells within our bodies and we are the “temple of the Holy Ghost”.  Our inner court is at least our bloodstream and brain.  A man of God was suppose to be very careful about how holy he was when he began to get close to God.  Drinking alcohol was not consistant with getting close to God here.   Could a person think that it would be ok to be drinking a beer while they were reading the Bible, or praying, or teaching the Word of God, or sitting in a Church service???  It is not consistant with that.  Our spirit bears witness of it.  God may not condemn a priest for drinking wine, but He would condemn him if he drank while he was trying to get close to God and do His service.  Likewise, God may not destroy a man for drinking alcohol, but He will most likely judge him if he drinks alcohol while trying to serve the Most High God.

Prov 31:4-5 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.

The clear point of this passage is that it is not good for kings to drink alcohol at all.  Kings are in positions with great responsibility and they can’t take the chance of having alcohol’s effects cause them to make a bad judgement call.  Thus, this inherently teaches that alcohol causes us to have perverted judgement.  What amount begins to cause this?...1 ounce, 12 ounces, 36 ounces?  I think it is reasonable to say that any alcohol begins to affect our judgement, it just doesn’t become really evident until maybe 2 or 3 ounces.  Is it wise to knowingly partake of something that has a clear warning in Scripture of perverting one’s judgement?  And, if it is ok to drink alcohol, when does it become “not ok” to drink it?  When you are “half drunk”?  ¾ drunk? almost drunk?  Who decides what drunk is?  the drinker?  How much poison is ok to injest?  a little bit?  a bit more?  a lot???

Prov 20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

This verse needs to be taken literally and at full face value.  It makes an incredibly bold statement about alcohol.  First of all, “wine” is obviously alcoholic in this instance, thus proving that “wine” can be used in the Bible as either unfermented or fermented.  And, because of that, God has left the “context” of the passage to teach us which “wine” He is speaking of.  All the negative passages dealing with “wine” most likely point to alcoholic wine, and all the positive, non-condemnatory passages most likely speak about grape juice wine.   This first statement is a “truism”:  that wine is always a mocker.  It is a factual statement and not a statement with a disclaimer clause in it like: if you drink to much wine it becomes a mocker…it “is” a mocker.  The clear teaching here is that this “wine” is alcoholic wine, and that “whosoever is deceived” by it is not wise.  Not being “wise” here implies that since you now know that alcoholic wine is a mocker, whoever partakes of it and believes that it is “not” “bad”, is deceived and is thus not wise.  That which is not wise pertaineth to “fools”.  Don’t be deceived into thinking that alcoholic wine is not dangerous for you!  Be wise!

Prov 23:31-32 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.

There is a lot in this verse.  The first point is that “wine” can be very “desirous”…even just to “look upon”.  It almost is like it has become a lusted after item.  Secondly, the word “red” here may indeed be referring to the changes in the grape when it ferments…i.e. it becomes redish in color.  Why else would the word “red” be isolated out in this passage?  Thirdly, there is a stern warning to all concerning this “wine”:  the warning is not to even “look upon” it for if you do it draws you in to partake of it and then…..it biteth like a serpant!  Fourthly, this last statement is incredible:  Wine here must be referring to alcoholic wine, for how would unfermented wine “bite” and “sting”.  These words speak of sudden imenant danger and death.  Thus, alcoholic wine is not even to be looked upon for it can bring sudden danger and death to the drinker.  You just don’t know when it will strike!  How many drinkers have you seen that are basically drunk but keep arguing that they are “just fine” and can drive home ok?  It has bitten them and they don’t even know it.  The bite or sting can be subtle at first but then later the effects take over the person and are irreversible.  The clear warning in this verse can not be argued any other way.  It stands alone as a pure indictment on drinking alcohol, and even on looking at it!!!

The "good wine" Jesus made at Cana (John 2:10) was "good" not because of its high alcoholic content, but because it was fresh, unfermented grape juice. Moral consistency demands that Christ could not have miraculously produced between 120 to 160 gallons of intoxicating wine for the use of men, women and children gathered at the Cana's wedding feast, without becoming morally responsible for prolonging and increasing their intoxication. Scriptural and moral consistency requires that "the good wine" produced by Christ was fresh, unfermented grape juice. This is supported by the very adjective used to describe it, namely kalos, which denotes that which is morally excellent, instead of agathos, which means simply good. 

[This dual use of the same word is similar to that of the double use of the English word cider (either non-alcoholic or alcoholic).]

Rom 14:19-23 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

We all have liberty to do anything we want to. But, there is more to it than that simple statement. A goal for the Church member should be to make sure they don’t offend another, and make for peace always.  If something can be disruptive to the unity of the Church body, then it should be removed (except if removing it would be sinful).   One can still “believe it is ok to drink moderately” and can keep that between he and his God, but should not drink because it can hurt the “body”.  If there is “any” doubt about whether drinking alcohol is God’s will for a person, then that person must not drink it, “for whatsoever is not of faith is sin”.

Short summary of the Bible’s teaching on abstaining from alcohol:

Summarizing the Biblical teaching on abstaining from alcohol, we see that in order to be considered “holy”, “close to God”, “separate”, usable for His service, wise in judgement, one had to abstain totally from alcohol.  The Bible clearly warns that alcohol is a “mocker” and that it is “deceiving” and very dangerous (bites and stings).  The Bible makes it extremely clear not to be “drunk with wine”.  That definition is yet to be delineated.

Many Christians want to live a life that is pleasing to themselves; a life of compromise; a life of carelessness; a life of “fence straddling”; a life that is at best lukewarm for God.  The Christians that want to be holy and separate for the Lord’s use must abstain from worldly, questionable, harmful, dangerous practices…like drinking alcohol.

Here are some queries to consider:

Could God legitimately recommend the moderate consumption of alcoholic beverages while knowing of their harmful effects? Moderation reduces but does not eliminate the ill-effects of alcohol. The same is true with tobacco. Smoking only half a pack instead of two packs of cigarettes a day reduces but does not eliminate the harm of nicotine. It is absurd and dangerous to imagine that God would have approved and encouraged the moderate use of a substance which intoxicates our organism, and impairs our mental judgment, irrespective of the amount consumed.

Is the issue of drinking alcohol so important to oneself that they are willing to avoid becoming a member (or attempt to remove themselves) of a Church that takes a strong position on the issue?  Weighing out the importance of the issue is interesting:  one could choose to stand by their “conviction” to drink “responsibly” and have that “liberty”, rather than becoming a member (or remaining a member) of one of the Lord’s Churches.  The comparison seems to show the incredible insignificance of the “liberty” issue when compared with being part of the Bride of Christ.  What are the ramifications of this decision?  Well, the person would have “soul liberty” to drink alcohol as they see fit.  The benefits of that are basically the “pleasure” that drinking alcohol can give oneself, and that they don’t feel “weighed” down with “rules”, or “weights”.  That may seem pretty good to that person, but, now look at what they lose by that decision:  1) If they are not yet a baptized member of a Baptist Church, then they will not be included in the Bride of Christ, they potentially miss out on most if not all rewards, they are not used of God very much or at all, and they are out from the protecting umbrella of one of the Lord’s Churches and have the Devil’s aim right on them;  2) If they are already a member of a Baptist Church, then they would most likely be put under Church discipline by that Church, or at least be set aside as not “usable” for service in that Church.  Soul liberty is important, but look at to what expense it is gained here!

Another question to pose is “would it be a sin for the person to abstain from alcohol?”  This is of course a silly question.  It would not be a sin, though it might be an “inconvenience”.  

Often times the key underlying problem with this issue is “authority” and “submission”.  The big sticky situation involving this is “baptism”.  Many will feel led to be a member of a Church, but later resist it and not “submit” to the Church’s stance on baptism.  They would rather keep their unscriptural baptism and never be a part of one of the Lord’s Churches, than to lower themselves to submit to that Church’s stance (authority).  In the military, many disagree with certain policies, etc, but they willingly submit to the authority placed over them and follow the rules quietly.  One doesn’t have to agree, just be willingly to go along with it and not denagrade it.   An interesting thought would be if the Church one was wanting to be a member in took a strong stance on not eating pork.  The potential member really likes pork, but must make a decision to either submit to that “philosophy” or to go elsewhere.  Noone ever “totally” agrees with every position or belief or philosophy of a given Church.  There will always be fault found.  The question is whether or not that difference of opinion or belief is paramount enough to send that person looking for another Church.  They may find another Church with agreement on that one issue, but, they will also find some other issue that they take offense to, and hence end up like many Christians who never get into Church because there is always something they disagree with.  The perfect Church is not to be found.

A reasonable analogy to agreeing with drinking alcohol in moderation is the scenario of someone who wants to use marijuana in moderation because it relaxes them.  True, marijuana is not legal…yet.  But, if it were legal, what would this person’s position be on it?  If they would say it is wrong to smoke marijuana, then their position would have to be the same for alcohol.  A couple puffs on a “joint” may seem insignificant to a “pot smoker”, but to God I would beg to differ.  Taking this thought much further, look at Heroin.  Why be so stringent upon just a now and then little injection of Heroin.  The person using it knows how much to take without getting all out of control.  What would be wrong with that?  The obvious answer is that it is extremely dangerous, it puts the person in a precarious position with their will and judgement, it hurts their body, and it is an horrible testimony to those without.  Alcohol is very potent itself.  Alcohol is no different from THC or even Heroin principally.  Other “legal” drugs, like Vicodin, etc, have the same potential danger also.  If a doctor believes that the alcohol will be beneficial to you then go right ahead, otherwise abstain.

There is a great danger with the use of mind alterring substances in the spiritual rhealm.  If the judgement is obscurred, the will can be left open to spiritual influence.  The holy angels don’t participate with trying to influence folks that are “high”, but the evil spirits sure do.  Just read books about the experiences that LSD users had with “unseen forces”…it will scare you to no end.  Alcohol ounce by ounce lowers a persons ability to judge correctly and hence lowers their own “will power”, and thus leaves themselves more and more open to evil influence.  Why do so many people that are “drunk” do so many awful, sinful things.  One major reason is the evil influence.  Another, is simply the decrease in inhibitions.

One of the big concerns a Church would have with its members drinking alcohol would be the testimony it would have on their own family and the people around them.  The “drinkers” kids will probably know that they drink it and will most likely start drinking it too at some point.  The unsaved around the drinker will most likely label that person an hypocrite if they know that they are a Baptist.  The weaker members around them might stumble into deep sin because of it too.  When you go to the store to buy the bottle of Rum, or the 12 pack of beer, noone knows whether you are going to drink it over a weeks period, or drink it all that night.  It would be quite difficult to witness to someone about the precious blood of Jesus Christ, while they have a bottle of Whiskey on the table next to them.  

If drinking alcohol in moderation is ok, then why not give it to kids to drink too?  Why not serve it with meals when you have Church friends over?  Why not drink it at Church picnics?  The answer is that alcohol is harmful and very dangerous and thus should not be given to kids (or anybody for that matter), and should not be associated with anything godly.  Kids aren’t “allowed” to smoke because it is for grown ups only.  This is bizarre logic.  I think it is fair to say that a kid isn’t as responsible as an adult, but if it is ok for big people to do, then why not little people as well?!

Another incredibly important issue is alcohol’s ill health effects.  Alcohol hurts the liver, the brain, the stomach, the nervous system, and the kidneys.  Some say that it can help the body if used in small amounts.  But, the truth of that is that the help comes from the “juice” not the ETOH.  There are mixed reviews on that amongst scientists.  Nonetheless, it is clear that if used in more than small amounts it can be quite harmful to the body.

Just like other “drugs”, alcohol is “addictive”.  Why do “alcoholics” keep on drinking even though they know they should stop, and their life is falling apart because of it?  They are addicted to it.  Addicted both physically, and psychologically.  Cigerette smoking is extremely dangerous not in having one cigarette once a month, but in that it usually becomes more and more frequently used until it is a pack or 2 a day.  Alcohol can follow the same course.  Stress builds up, alcohol reduces stress (not true), they drink more, stress seems to go down, but the next day all the concerns are still everpresent, so they return yet again to it…they seek it again.

The place where drinking is commonly done at tells a lot about the whole issue here.  A bar is full of evil lusts, wicked music, fights, and immoral thoughts and actions.  Its main theme is the drinking of alcohol.  By drinking any alcohol, one is immediately identifying with this whether they want to or not.  Also, if they want to get one of their “drinks” (in moderation of course), would it be ok for them to go into one of these bars and have 1 or 2?  Would it be ok for them to stop by the “liquor store”?  Would the Holy God of the Universe hang out at a bar, or visit a liquor store???!!

Short summary on logical queries with this issue:

One may still believe that drinking alcohol is not a sin per se,  but they should realize that it is definitely not wise to drink alcohol.  There is just too much at stake with allowing a drink or two (or 3…) now and then:  1) not being a member of the Bride;  2) not serving in one of His Churches; 3) opening oneself up to evil spirits; 4) the harmful effects on the body; 5) the tarnished testimony it brings; 6) the danger of just one time becoming drunk; 7) the addictive properties it has; 8) the bad lifestyle directly associated with it;  etc.

